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Hearing on JFK Book 

By HENRY LEE 

As her first step in attempting to block b oo k and_ magazine publication 
of an account ol her Musba mUs assassina tion^ jVrrsT ^facaiieline Kennedy ob- 
i sho- ~ 


g ained a show-cause order in Supreme Court bprp 

„Justiee; Saul S. Streit signed the order naming William 
Manchester, the Kennedy’s chosen historian ; Harper & 
Row, publishers of the book, called “Death of a President,” 
and Cowles Communications, which plans „ a four-part 
serialization of the book in Look magazine. 

The order, returnable Dec. 27, 
directs, the defendants to submit 
briefs why a temporary injunc- 
tion against publication should 
not be issued. The Look serial is 
scheduled to start Jan. 10 and . 

Harper & Row has set an April 
publication date for the book it- 
self. . 


Mrs. Kennedy submitted a 
sharply worded 10-page affidavit, 
and Sen Robert F. Kennedy a 
supporting five-page affidavit, as 
part of the court papers. 

“Will Destroy My Rights” 
Publication of the unapproved 
manuscript “will result in tm gs- 
cisely the sensationalism a nd— 
commercialism w hich we — Rnb - 
~ Kenned v ~g~mf T— sumppht-Aa— 


iout her intervention and 
that of other members and 
friends of the Kennedy family, 
Manchester would have been un- 
able “to gather so much pertinent 
and personal information,” she 


s trenuously ; ; 




FLadv — e 


‘The threatened publication -is 
— total disregard of my rights 
and, if it goes forward, will ut- 
terly-, destroy them.” 

Edward Costikyan, former 
Manhattan Democratic leader/ 
represented Mrs. Kennedy in pe- 
titioning f^r the show cause or- 
der. She did not ask' for a stay,, 
which would have affected pub- 
lication immediately. 

“Spate. Of Sensationalism” 
However, Mrs. Kennedy did 
the court to bar the defendant: 
from selling or " “in any way' 
physically disposing of” and “an- 
nouncing or advertisig publica- 
tions of the text” of any portion 
of the manuscript. 

Mrs. Kennedy thus thumbnailed 



the background of her agreement , 
with Man chester: j 

_Presr5eriJ1 



Cites a Safeguard 
“The very fact that the family 
of President Kennedy was co- 
operating with Manchester was, 
of course, of immeasurable help 
to him in his amassing the facts,” 
she added. 

The Kennedys gave this help, 
she said, because they were pro- 
tected by the agreement forbid- 
ding “improper use of the mater- 
ial he received.” The author 
“agreed not to publish that 
manuscript until he had obtained 
my express consent and approval 
as to the mode, time and text -of 

Mrs. --Kennedy said that she 
had not given such “consent or 
approval” and that both the book 
publisher and the magazine “re- 
fused to recognize my rights” 
under the Manchester-Kennedy 
agreement, “even though they 
were at all times well aware of 
them.” 

The purpose of the injunction 
as “to prevent the imminent and 
willful destruction of my rights” 
under the agreement, she said. 
[She charged that the -defendants 

'ontinued on page 6, col. 4) 


Court Sets a Hearing 




had not only destroyed her con- 
tractual rights but also violated 
her right to privacy and her com- 
i j mon law copyrights. 


» san tative that Manchest er— was 
ffdcommg~^l froman o bsj^on 

• might -iftf veg’b e nuMi^edd^ ii^e*-- 
plainedi 

In the wire, Kenndy said that, 


Cowles, she said, had repeat- alth(>U g;h he had not read Man- 
! edly used her name without per- Chester’s account, “I know of the 
, mission in ads seeking to sell p resi dent’s reS pec.t for Mr. Man- 
; magazine subscriptions. , _ Chester as an historian and a 

“In addition, Manchester has rpr . nrtpr „ 
i obtained copies of certam ; letters kenndy - n ^ telegranl) 

. that my daughter C , “However, if Mr. Manchester’s 

: had written to President Ken- accolmt is ’ put>lished in segments 

“Ialso pe^nitted him to record or excerpts, I would expect that 
lengthy interviews with me. I be- incidents would not be taken out 
lieve he now has both the letters of context or summarized m any 
and the tapes in his possession, way which might distort the 
„ x .. „ facts of, or the events relating 

“Long Quotations to, President Kennedy’s death.” 

“I am informed and . believe A Second Telegram 

that the manuscript contains long R ^ ^ r 

quotations from the letters and te]egram tQ Harper on 
from the spo ma which he reminded the'publisher 

1 Ac^rdlng”^ th Mr S aP Kennedy’s that Mrs. Kennedy and he must 


„ x .. „ facts of, or the events relating 

“Long Quotations to, President Kennedy’s death.” 

“I am informed and believe A Second Telegram 

that the manuscript contains long R ^ ^ 

quotations from the letters and tQ Harper on 

from the spo en , ln ^ „ which he reminded the 'publisher 

1 Ac^rdlng”^ th Mr s aP Kennedy’s that Mrs. Kennedy and he must 
affidavit she understands that give permission for publication 
the manuscript is about 300,000 “and that has not yet been given.” 
words in length and that Cowles Kennedy also said that no one 
had contracted with Manchester who read the manuscript had au- 
to publish extracts of the books thority to approve it on behalf of 
to puuiis. c y QY the President's widow or himself. 

: in u X Kr Master wa He did not have authority to ap- 

this, she believed Manchester was g on beba]f of . Ken _ 

to receive $665,000 for the serial nedy> he added _ 
j rights. , Neither Harper & Row nor 

I Additionally, she has been ad- q 0W j 6S Communications had any 
vised that Manchester had gran! immediate comment on the court 
| ed Michael Joseph Ltd. of London ac y on> 

! the right to publish the book m . A h io-hlv olaced_£i£ficial_i»-4he 
l Britain. Mrs. Kennedy said she #gh~5edv AT&in^tratir.n dis cWd 
had never given her consent or- ^hat "j n h 0ctobe> « secret five-hnim. 
approval to either publisher. • ' conferenng was hold in — ffon - 

.""“I h , ap ^ CTl: 10 

Since Manchester made his Mrs. Kennedy did not attend , 
agreement with Harper in April, and Sen. Kennedy was there only 
1964, she reported, the publishers a short tim e . A lawsuit was meni 
have been “repeatedly advised of tioned only as a, last , resort^ ,, IJ m * 

, . ,. „ source said, and he heherad-the 

nerngnts. ... fho of 

The publication, she said, 1S ~ ^ 

particularly distressing to me be- ->^ 16 

cause defendant Harper was des- uisuji-iamuji— 

ignated as the publisher at my ^ Tba book ' is . -beautifully writ- 
request and had been the pub- „ ■ ... „ headline in every 

lisher of several books authored ’ „ , , official said 

by President Kennedy, including ^^he former official said. 


’ - go - tb at.far. 

The book is “beautifully writ- 
d ten,” with “a headline in every 
„ page,” the former official said. 
B However, he added, it was clear 


! Sen. Kennedy said: 

. “I categorically state that at 
no time did I ever give my ap- 
proval or consent to the text of 
the manuscript, to any publica- 
tion thereof, or to any time of 
publication.” 

“Rely on July Telegram” 


the tape recorder when Mrs. 
Kennedy was not in control of 
her emotions. 

“Also, the -book presents a 
rather unfortunate picture of 
President Johnson.” 

However, he said, the sense of 



